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1900 


January 10, 1900 
“A Serious Mistake” The Signs of the Times 26, 2, p. 3. 


(By A. T. Jones in Review and Herald.) 


THERE is a serious and very bothersome mistake, which is made 
by many persons.S/7/ January 10, 1900, page 3.1 


That mistake is made in thinking that when they are converted, their 
old sinful flesh is blotted out.S/7T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.2 


In other words, they make the mistake of thinking that they are to be 
delivered from the flesh by having it taken away from them 
altogether.S/T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.3 


Then, when they find that this is not so, when they find that the 
same old flesh, with its inclinations, its besetments, and _ its 
enticements, is still there, they are not prepared for it, and so 
become discouraged, and are ready to think that they never were 
converted at all.S/7/ January 10, 1900, page 3.4 


And yet, if they would think a little, they ought to be able to see that 
that is all a mistake. Did you not have exactly the same body after 
you were converted that you had before? Was not that body 
composed of exactly the same material—the same flesh and bones 
and blood—after you were converted as that of which it was 
composed before? To these questions everybody will promptly say 
Yes. And plainly that is the truth.S/7T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.5 


And now there are further questions: Was not that flesh also of 
exactly the same quality as before? Was it not still human flesh, 
natural flesh, as certainly as it was before?—To this also everybody 
will say Yes.S/T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.6 


Then also a still further question: It being the same flesh, and of the 
same quality,—it still being human flesh, natural flesh,—is it not 
also still just as certainly sinful flesh as it was before? S/T/ January 
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10, 1900, page 3.7 


Just here is where creeps in the mistake of these many persons. To 
this last question they are inclined to think that the answer should 
be “No,” when it must be only a decided “Yes.” And this decided 
“Yes” must be maintained so long as we continue in this natural 
body.S/TI January 10, 1900, page 3.8 


And when it is decided and constantly maintained that the flesh of 
the converted person is still sinful flesh, and only sinful flesh, he is 
so thoroughly convinced that in his flesh dwells no good thing that 
he will never allow a shadow of confidence in the flesh. And this 
being so, his sole dependence is upon something other than the 
flesh, even upon the Holy Spirit of God; his source of strength and 
hope is altogether exclusive of the flesh, even in Jesus Christ only. 
And being everlastingly watchful, suspicious, and thoroughly 
distrustful of the flesh, he never can expect any good thing from that 
source, and so is prepared by the power of God to beat back and 
crush down without mercy every impulse or suggestion that may 
arise from it; and so does not fail, does not become discouraged, 
but goes on from victory to victory and from strength to 
strength.S/T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.9 


Conversion, then, you see, does not put new flesh upon the old 
spirit; but a new Spirit within the old flesh. It does not propose to 
bring new flesh to the old mind; but a new mind to the old flesh. 
Deliverance and victory are not gained by having the human nature 
taken away; but by receiving the divine nature to subdue and have 
dominion over the human,—not by the taking away of the sinful 
flesh, but by the sending in of the sinless Spirit to conquer and 
condemn sin in the flesh.S/T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.10 


The scripture does not say, Let this flesh be upon you, which was 
also upon Christ; but it does say, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5.S/T! January 10, 1900, 
page 3.11 


The scripture does not say, Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your flesh; but it does say, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.” Romans 12:2. We shall be translated by the renewing 
of our flesh; but we must be transformed by the renewing of our 
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minds.SIT] January 10, 1900, page 3.12 


The Lord Jesus took the same flesh and blood, the same human 
nature, that we have,—flesh just like our sinful flesh,—and because 
of sin, and by the power of the Spirit of God through the divine mind 
that was in him, “condemned sin in the flesh.” Romans 8:3. And 
therein is our deliverance (Romans 7:25), therein is our victory. “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” “A new heart 
will | give you, and a new Spirit will | put within you.”S/T/ January 
10, 1900, page 3.13 


Do not be discouraged at sight of sinfulness in the flesh. It is only in 
the light of the Spirit of God, and by the discernment of the mind of 
Christ, that you can see so much sinfulness in your flesh; and the 
more sinfulness you see in your flesh, the more of the Spirit of God 
you certainly have. This is a sure test. Then when you see 
sinfulness abundant in you, thank the Lord that you have so much 
of the Spirit of God that you can see so much of the sinfulness; and 
know of a surety that when sinfulness abounds, grace much more 
abounds in order that “as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”S/T/ January 10, 1900, page 3.14 





March 14, 1900 


“Wanted—An Education that Will Truly Educate” The Signs of the Times 26, 
11, pp. 1, 2. 


BY ALONZO TREVIER JONES 


IT can not be denied that there is, even among leading educators, 
quite a general dissatisfaction with the education and the 
educational system in vogue in the United States. Any one having 
access to the channels of public expression can not escape the 
conviction that this is so. To thoughtful observers this is so plain 
that it is difficult to suppose that any one at all acquainted with the 
situation, would deny it. It seems to have become almost a 
conviction that modern education does not truly educate. Now there 
is a cause for this and that cause is neglect of opportunity and 
ignoring of principle.S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 1.1 


1.As to the State. No State ever had better opportunity to apply 
principle, nor better principle to apply in education, than had this 
nation. In every other nation, State education has inevitably blended 
with religion; and, as in any case State religion is powerless for 
good because of its essential lack of the vital spirit of Christianity, 
the education given was necessarily impotent. In the United States, 
however, one fundamental principle was the complete separation of 
religion and the State; and the educational system, professedly, 
was to be conducted according to this principle. And, as the one 
great object of education by the State is to secure good citizens, 
this nation had in the Declaration of Independence and the national 
Constitution its greatest opportunity and best foundation for the 
building of an education which would, in very best measure, 
accomplish the desired end of securing good citizens.S/7T/ March 
14, 1900, page 1.2 


The Declaration of Independence, the charter of American 
institutions, and the foundation of the United States Government, 
sets forth the principle that “all men are created equal,” and that 
“they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that 
to secure these rights governments are instituted among men, 





deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Therein 
is the basis of the best State education that ever could be. It is the 
perfect principle of civil government; and if every youth taught by 
the State had been so taught this principle that he would recognize 
it and actually practise accordingly, the citizenship of this nation to- 
day would be another thing altogether from what it is. If that had 
been done, then each one would have understood that when he 
acts in anything in such a way as to interfere with the free exercise 
by any other person of the right of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, in such measure he denies the principle upon which the 
government itself rests, and thereby undermines his own civil 
safety, and in effect forfeits his own right to the free exercise of “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Thus, since rights are equal, 
what one has the right to do, every other has the equal right to do. If 
one can claim the right to act in such a way as to interfere with 
another’s exercise of the right of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness,” then all have an equal right to do the same thing; and if 
all should do so, then all government would be gone, and only 
anarchy reign. Therefore, as government is established to secure 
the equal inalienable rights of men, no one can act in such a way 
that in anything he shall infringe the rights of another to any degree, 
without at once striking at the foundation of government itself.S/7/ 
March 14, 1900, page 1.3 


But, instead of these things being inculcated in all the schools of the 
State, they were almost wholly neglected, and were wholly 
neglected in the very years when it was most essential that they 
should have been inculcated; so that, practically, the neglect was 
complete. And instead of teaching what thus should have been 
taught, to accomplish the only purpose of State schools, resort was 
had for that purpose to other things, that is, chiefly to a so-called 
“morality without religion.” And as the so-called “morality without 
religion” had its first exponents and examples among the ancient 
pagans, this called in the use of the literature, philosophy, etc., of 
those persons, with the result that, as one educational writer has 
stated it:—S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.1 


It is one of the curiosities of our civilization that we are content to go 
for our liberal education to literatures which, morality, are at an 
opposite pole from ourselves.... Our hardest social problem being 





temperance, we study in Greek the glorification of intoxication, while 
in mature life we are occupied in tracing law to the remotest corner 
of the universe, we go to school for literary impulse to the poetry 
that dramatizes the burden of hopeless fate.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, 
page 162.2 


The result could not possibly be anything else than that a nation so 
educated should go the same course as did those nations whose 
literature was the pabulum in the school provender.S/7/ March 14, 
1900, page 162.3 


This dangerous tendency was at last discerned, but instead of 
getting down to national fundamental principles as to State 
education, a remedy was proposed,—that the Christian religion 
—‘“general Christianity’—“unsectarian religion’—should be a 
recognized part of the teaching. And as this inevitably involved a 
recognition of the Christian religion, it was actually proposed that 
the Christian religion should be recognized by the State, and its 
Book be made the standard in State education. But this was simply 
lowering the nation to the level of all the nations which were before 
it, and to the repeating of their impotent methods in education. It 
inevitably involved the abandonment by this nation of its own 
fundamental principles, and the adoption of the essential principles 
of the union of Church and State, which it was the glory of this 
nation to abandon.S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.4 


Thus the State in education ignored its sure foundation in its own 
fundamental principle, missed its grand opportunity to inculcate a 
true State education, and, “in wandering mazes lost,” in the 
education which it did give, is brought at last to where it is 
acknowledged that modern education does not educate. And the 
cry comes up:—S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.5 


There must be in this country a better system of education, a 
system that is in closer touch with life, and that fits rather than unfits 
for life. There must be something in our common schools that will 
make for self-respect, and for that respect for others that is a part of 
true self-respect; something that will develop faithfulness and 
intelligence, and pride in work; something that will link head and 
hands by indissoluble bands.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.6 





This is a vain cry, too, so far as the State is concerned. For now 
that, as to principles, the Declaration of Independence is 
repudiated, and the Constitution is abandoned, there is no 
possibility of the State ever regaining its lost opportunity. That 
opportunity is gone forever, and with it has gone all possibility of the 
State ever giving an education that will truly educate, even in that 
which pertains to State education.S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.7 


2. As to the Church. The Church proposes to be Christian. By her 
very profession, therefore, the only education which the church can 
ever employ, or even recognize, must be Christian education, that 
is, that all who profess to be Christians must see to it that their 
children have a distinctly Christian education; and, in order to this, 
the Bible must necessarily be the text-book in every line of 
education and in every phase of study. Thus, then, the children of 
the church, being so taught, would, by being Christians, certainly be 
the most quiet, peaceable, even model citizens; being strictly moral, 
in the nature of things they would be supremely civil. Then, with the 
State on her part faithfully inculcating the perfect principles of civility 
in all who were not of the church and of Christianity, there would 
have been secured in these that which is the object of the State 
education, good citizens. Thus there would have been secured all- 
around quietness, peaceableness, and that true civility which is 
becoming to the grandest of civil governments. S/7T/ March 14, 1900, 
page 162.8 


But, instead of the church taking this course, the only true or 
becoming one for the church to take, she on her part, also missed 
her opportunity, and ignored the vital principle which belonged to 
her; she sent her children to the State schools in their earliest 
years; and when from these her children came into her own 
academies and seminaries, she likewise had them taught in the 
literatures of pagan Greece and Rome. And in her care there was 
presented, even more emphatically, the curiosity that she was 
content, for the liberal education of her children, to go “to literatures 
which, morally, are at an opposite pole from” all her principles and 
profession. Temperance being one of the fundamental virtues of 
Christianity, the church, in the education of her children, was 
content to have them “study in Greek the glorification of 
intoxication,” and, proposing to recognize a personal, omniscient, 





omnipresent, loving, merciful God, was content that her children 
should receive literary impulse from “the poetry that dramatizes the 
burden of hopeless fate.”S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.9 


And now the church likewise is reaping her sure reward in the fact 
that in her own schools, theological seminaries, or what not, the 
education there inculcated does not truly educate, but educates 
only in the doubting, the questioning, and the rejection of the book 
of Christian truth, “in the wandering mazes lost “of the “higher 
criticism” and evolution; this until even from a master in theology the 
plaint has actually gone forth that there is no school on the 
American continent where a young man can go and learn the Bible 
as a whole, under the direction of deeply pious and thoroughly- 
learned teachers. There are schools where a young man fitting for 
the ministry can go and spend three years, and have himself stuffed 
with speculative philosophy under the name of theology, and with 
infidelity under the name of “higher criticism.” This is a positive and 
a burning shame. The writer cherishes the hope, that some pious 
man or woman of means will found a school in this country where 
men can be trained who will not only know the Bible from first to 
last, but teach it from first to last. That would be something new 
under the sun.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.10 


This, too, is a vain cry, so far as the popular recognized church is 
concerned; for she has not only lost true respect for the book of 
Christian truth, but has lost the key of knowledge. And now she can 
not give an education which will truly educate.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, 
page 162.11 


Therefore, the situation as it is to-day, in the schools of both Church 
and State, calls for an education that will truly education. And, as 
“morality without religion,” is only paganism, and has been 
demonstrated over and over to be a dismal and ruinous failure, the 
only education which will supply the need is an education which 
inculcates morality only by means of religion. And, as there is no 
true religion but Christianity, it must be an education which 
inculcates morality only by  Christianity—the morality of 
Christianity.S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.12 


And as it has likewise been demonstrated over and over that a 
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professed Christianity, inculcating education that is drawn from 
classical and so-called philosophical sources instead of the Bible 
only, is also a dismal and ruinous failure, it follows that the 
education now called for, the only education that will meet the 
demand, is a Christian education, drawn wholly from the Source of 
Christianity, which is Jesus Christ, and from the Book of 
Christianity, which is the Bible.S/T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.13 


And here there is hope, high hope. For the third angel’s message, 

which is represented in the SIGNS OF THE TIMES and its siste 
journals, and which is committed to the people who publish these 

journals—this third angel’s message is, in this time, to establish 

Christianity on an eternal basis. This organization, in its families, its 

churches, its colleges, will give a distinctly Christian education, and 

so will give an education that will truly educate.S/T/ March 14, 1900, 

page 162.14 


The schools in which this education will be given, whether they be 
family schools, church schools, academies, or colleges, will be 
schools “where a young man can go and learn the Bible as a whole 
under the direction of deeply pious and thoroughly learned 
teachers,” while a youth “can be trained who will not only know the 
Bible from first to last, but teach it from first to last.” In these schools 
God will be sought and found for that which He is, the Fountain of 
Knowledge. In these schools Jesus Christ Himself, by His Holy 
Spirit, will be the great Teacher. In these schools, the Word of God, 
the Bible, will be the text-book, in every phase of education and 
every book of study.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, page 162.15 


And with the Bible, as the text-book in Christian education, 
declaring that if any man will not work he shall not eat (2 
Thessalonians 3:10), and with Jesus Christ, the embodiment of 
Christianity, as the Great Teacher, and the one Example, showing 
in that example that he spent nearly six times as much time working 
at a trade as he did in preaching in his official ministry, thus 
ennobling manual labor by bringing God into daily work, and making 
the service of God just as certainly as he made preaching the 
service of God; this true Christian education will develop genuine 
faithfulness as true intelligence, and laudable pride in work. This will 
“link heads and hands” and heart in “indissoluble bonds,” by an 





11 


education that will make Christian, all-around, manly work and 
womanly women in this world, who will delight, as did the Author of 


Christianity in going about doing good.S/7T/ March 14, 1900, page 
162.16 
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October 3, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. ‘The End of the World’” The Signs of the Times 
26, 40, p. 3. 


“THE end of the world!” How often it is spoken of in the Bible! How 
often it is spoken of by the people,—so often that the expression is 
almost a proverb! And how few people really believe in any such 
thing!S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 3.1 


Indeed, if it were left for the people of the world to say whether 
there should be any end of the world, it is certain that there never 
would be any, because no generation of people would ever have 
the world end in their own day. Besides, if it were left for the people 
to say whether there should be any end of the world, there never 
would be any; because of themselves the people of the world never 
can certainly know of the beginning of the world; and how could 
they know of any end?S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 3.2 


Knowledge of either the beginning or the end of the world is 
altogether a matter of revelation. Therefore it is that only “through 
faith we understand that the worlds were formed.” The worlds were 
formed, made, created. It was done by the word of God. “By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them 
by the breath of His mouth.” “For He spake, and it was.” Psalm 
55:6, 9. And so entirely were the worlds formed by the word of God 
“that things which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear.” Hebrews 11:3.S/TI October 3, 1900, page 3.3 


The world having been created, it is only from the Creator that the 
purpose and course of its existence can be known, and whether 
there shall be any end. The world having been produced by the 
word of God, it is only by the word of God that it can ever be known 
that there shall be any end of the world. And when the word of God 
is spoken on that subject, as well as on any other, whatsoever in 
that word is said, that is final, and must be accepted, because that 
is the sole source of knowledge, and He is the sole authority 
qualified to speak on the subject.S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 3.4 


What, then, says the Word as to the end of the world? Twice in the 





13 


parable of the tares, Jesus used definitely the expression “the end 
of the world.” “The field is the world; the good seed are the children 
of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; the 
enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.” Matthew 13:38-43.SITI October 3, 1900, page 3.5 


Again, in the parable of the net which was cast into the sea, and 
gathered of every kind, Jesus says: “Which, when it was full, they 
drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world; the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 
and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.” Verses 48-50.S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 
3.6 


Again, when Jesus commissioned His disciples to preach the 
Gospel, He said, “Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.” Matthew 28:20.S/TI October 3, 1900, page 3.7 


Therefore, so certainly as Jesus has spoken, there is to be the end 
of the world. This is so certain because “the world was made by 
Him” (John 7:70), and because it is at His coming that the end of 
the world is to be.S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 3.8 


From the words already quoted it is evident that the end of the 
world comes in fire—in the judgment and destruction of wicked 
men. This is further shown in another place: “For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water and in the water; whereby 
[by the word of God] the world that then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished; but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by 
the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day 
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 2 Peter 3:5-7.S/T] 
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October 3, 1900, page 3.9 


Thus by the word of God, which made the world, it is certain that 
the world will end; for “the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up.” “The heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat.” Verses 10, 12.SITI October 3, 1900, page 3.10 


The heavens shall depart as a scroll when it is rolled together, and 
every mountain and island shall be moved out of their places. And 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every 
freeman will hide themselves in the dens and rocks of the 
mountains, and will cry to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of His wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” Revelation 6:14-17.SITI October 3, 1900, 
page 3.11 


“In the day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, 
which they made each one for himself to worship, to the moles and 
to the bats; to go into the clefs of the ragged rocks, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to shake the 
terrible the earth.” “The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in that day.” /saiah 2:20, 21:11.SITI October 3, 1900, 
page 3.12 


When Jesus spoke repeatedly of “the end of the world,” He uttered 
no new saying; for all the prophets had spoken of it, and He was 
only speaking of a thing the mention of which was familiar to all who 
were acquainted with the Scriptures. Besides this, it is His own 
coming that brings the end of the world; and all the prophets from 
“Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these” two 
simultaneous things. Enoch had said, “Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judgment upon all;” and 
all the other prophets had followed with the same announcement 
and warning, so that time and space would fail to recall the words of 
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all.S/TIl October 3, 1900, page 3.13 


That the second coming of the Lord and the end of the world are 
simultaneous events was so well understood by the disciples from 
the Scriptures, that when they asked Jesus concerning the end of 
the world, their question was, “What shall be the sign of Thy 
coming, and of the end of the world?” The sign of either is the sign 
of the other; the same sign betokens both.S/7T/ October 3, 1900, 
page 3.14 


From the day that sin entered the world, it has been settled by God, 
and has been spoken to men in the Word of God, that there shall be 
an end to this world. For God “hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raised him from the dead.” Acts 17:31.S/T/ October 3, 1900, 
page 3.15 


The resurrection of Christ itself is assurance to all men that there 
shall be an end of the world. For the resurrection of Christ is 
assurance to all men that they shall all be judged; and it is 
assurance of this, in that His resurrection if the assurance of the 
resurrection of every man, from “the first man Adam” unto the last 
man that shall ever live on the earth. And the resurrection of the 
dead is at the second coming of the Lord; and the second coming of 
the Lord brings the end of the world. “For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order; 
Christ the first-fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming. 
Then cometh the end.” 1 Corinthians 15:22-24.SITI October 3, 
1900, page 3.16 


Seeing, then, that there is certainly to be “the end of the world,” and 
such an end, seeing “that all these things shall be dissolved; what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God?” 2 Peter 3:11, 12.SITI October 3, 1900, page 3.17 


What, then, of the time? When shall these things be? What says the 
Creator and Preserver of the world as to the time when properly the 
end of the world shall be really looked for and expected? Next week 
we shall begin a series of six studies of the Lord’s answer to the 
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direct question as to the sign of His “coming and the end of the 
world.”SITI October 3, 1900, page 3.18 


Who can there be who should not study the Lord’s answer to that 
question? S/T/ October 3, 1900, page 3.19 


ALONZO T. JONES. 
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October 10, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. ‘Let No Man Deceive You’” The Signs of the 
Times 26, 41, p. 4. 


“AND Jesus went out, and departed from the temple; and His 
disciples came to Him for to show Him the buildings of the temple. 
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily | say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.1 


“And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 
Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?S/T/ 
October 10, 1900, page 4.2 


“And Jesus answered.” He answered fully. His answer covers all 
the time from that time until His coming and the end of the 
world.S/T! October 10, 1900, page 4.3 


A number of important matters are touched, and others are quite 
fully considered. But the first of all things said in the Lord’s answer 
to the question of His disciples, is, “Take heed that no man deceive 
you.” This, then, is the most important of all considerations in 
connection with the coming of the Lord and the end of the 
world.S/T! October 10, 1900, page 4.4 


This thought is repeated and emphasized by Paul, when he writes 
of the same subject: “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto 
Him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ 
is at hand.Let no man deceive you by any means. ” 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-3.SITIl October 10, 1900, page 4.5 


To be deceived with respect to the coming of the Lord and the end 
of the world is the worst possible deception; for to be so deceived is 
to be unprepared for that wonderful and all-decisive event, and so is 
to be taken unawares, and to be destroyed. For “the day of the Lord 
so cometh as a thief in the night.” And “when they shall say, Peace 
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and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them; and they 
shall not escape” (7 Thessalonians 5:3); “for as a snare shall it 
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth” (Luke 
21:35).SITI October 10, 1900, page 4.6 


To be deceived into thinking that the Lord is not coming when He is 
coming, is to be unprepared, and so taken unawares and 
destroyed. To be deceived into thinking that He is coming when He 
is not coming, is only to be disappointed, and so by the deception 
and disappointment to be caused not to believe in His coming when 
He is really coming, and thus, also, to be not ready, and therefore to 
be taken unawares, and, as a consequence, destroyed. And just 
because to be thus deceived involves the most fatal of all 
consequences, Jesus begins His instruction on this all-important 
question with that which is the most important of all considerations. 
“Take heed that no man deceive you.” S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 
4.7 


Further, this is the most important of all instruction in connection 
with the subject, because in this very matter more effort is made to 
deceive than in any other. Jesus Himself says that “many shall 
come in My name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.” 
Matthew 24:5.S/TI October 10, 1900, page 4.8 


And again, “Many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive 
many.” Verse 11.S/TI October 10, 1900, page 4.9 


And yet again, “There shall arise false christs and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, | have told you 
before.” Verses 24, 25.S/TI October 10, 1900, page 4.10 


Having taken such precaution as this, and having shown such care 
to guard all against being deceived, it must needs be that He would 
make the whole matter so plain that all may escape deception. This, 
indeed, He has done. He has done it so thoroughly that any one 
who will believe His Word, can entirely escape all deception as to 
His coming, whether as to the personality, the time, or the manner 
of His coming.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.11 


First, as to the personality and manner of His coming. Note again 





19 


His word in verse 5: “Many shall come in My name, saying, | am 
Christ; and shall deceive many.” It is therefore perfectly plain that 
any one who comes anywhere, at any time, or in any manner, 
saying, “Il am Christ,” is a deceiver; and no one is ever to believe 
any such representation.S/7T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.12 


Again He says, “If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not.” Verse 25. From this it is perfectly plain that 
whenever or wherever one person shall say to another, “Christ is 
come here, or He has come there, come and see Him,” that person 
is a deceiver, and, if he believes it himself, is himself deceived. And 
no person in the world is ever to believe that any such thing as that 
is the coming of the Lord. Jesus further emphasizes this: 
“Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; 
go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers, believe it not.” 
Verse 26.S/ITI October 10, 1900, page 4.13 


Surely, then, no one need ever be deceived in any of these ways as 
to the coming of the Lord; it is exceedingly easy to escape all 
deception in any of these ways. The way is made perfectly plain; 
the tests are all simple, and easily applied; and the word concerning 
them is brief and easily remembered. All that any one needs to do 
is simply to believe this simple word of Jesus.S/T/ October 10, 
1900, page 4.14 


Yet He does not stop even here. He goes on and states the case so 
clearly as absolutely to preclude any possibility of deception as to 
His coming, on the part of anybody who will pay any attention 
whatever to His word. He not only tells, as in the words already 
quoted, that any person coming and saying, “I am Christ,” or saying, 
“Lo, He is here, in the secret chamber,” or, “Lo, He is there, in the 
desert,” is a deceiver, but He tells why all such ideas are 
deception.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.15 


And here is the reason: “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.” Verse 27. As stated in another place, “For as the 
lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be 
in His day.” Luke 17:24.SITI October 10, 1900, page 4.16 
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That is a reason so simple, so easily remembered, and yet so 
conclusive, it annihilates every possibility of deception as to His 
coming on the part of anybody who has any disposition whatever to 
believe the Word of Jesus as to His own coming again to the world. 
There is no possibility of any one counterfeiting His coming, and 
when that coming is in its brightness as the lightning that brilliantly 
lightens up the whole heavens and earth, there is neither chance 
nor need for one person to say to others, “Lo, here He is, or there.” 
Is it not even written, “Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him.” Revelation 1:7. How, then, could it be possible 
to counterfeit it? and how can anybody be deceived with regard to 
it, who will but believe the Word?S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.17 


A word farther as to the heavenly-shining brightness in which the 
Lord’s coming is displayed; the cause of this is not in some 
particular display that is made to grace the occasion; it is simply the 
nature of His coming itself. For He Himself comes in His own proper 
glory; He comes also in the glory of the Father, and with the holy 
angels.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.18 


Now of Jesus Himself in His glory it is written, “His head and his 
hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as 
a flame of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in 
a furnace..... and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength.” Revelation 1:14-16.S/TI October 10, 1900, page 4.19 


Of the Father it is written that He dwells in “the light which no man 
can approach unto”’—a light so far above the brightness of the sun 
that in that day the sun shall be ashamed (/sa/ah 24:23), and the 
city of God has no need of the sun to shine in it, for the glory of God 
lightens it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.S/T/ October 10, 1900, 
page 4.20 


This is the glory of the Father and of Christ, in which Jesus appears 
at His second coming.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.21 


Yet even this is not all; the holy angels come with Him. And of but 
one of these it is written that “His countenance was like lightning, 
and His raiment was white as snow.” Matthew 28:3. This of only 
one; and yet when Jesus comes there come with Him of these “ten 
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands,” “an 
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innumerable company’—such a mighty host that the heavens are 
so filled with them and their glory that the whole seems like vast 
billows of clouds. The whole heavens are perfectly “wrapped in a 
blaze of boundless glory.”S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.22 


And such as this is the coming of the Lord. This, and this only, is 
the manner of His coming.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.23 


Yet more: the accompaniments of that coming:—S/T/ October 10, 
1900, page 4.24 


First, the tearing asunder of the heavens with a great noise, when 
the heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled together. 2 Peter 
3:10; Revelation 6:14.S/TI October 10, 1900, page 4.25 


Secondly, uttered from the temple of heaven, from the throne, that 
voice that shakes both earth and heaven, so that they are 
completely broken up and removed. Hebrews 12:26; Revelation 
16:17-20.SITI October 10, 1900, page 4.26 


Thirdly, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of the 
righteous living: “for the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and]remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 7 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17.S/ITI October 10, 1900, page 4.27 


The coming of the Lord is all this, and not an iota less; yea, it is 
even much more. And in view of it all, or in view of only so much of 
it as we have been able here to set down, now is it possible for 
anybody to be deceived as to His coming?—It is not possible, 
except as people refuse to believe His Word.S/T/ October 10, 1900, 
page 4.28 


“Take heed that no man deceive you.” “Let no man deceive you by 
any means.” And that is only to say in other words, Believe the 
Word, receive the Word, hold fast to the Word, as it is spoken by 
Jesus, and as it is in Jesus. So shall you be safe from all deception, 
and so shall you be saved.S/T/ October 10, 1900, page 4.29 
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October 17, 1900 


“Lessons from Vatthew 24. ‘Let No Man Deceive You’—As to the Time of 
His Coming” The Signs of the Times 26, 42, pp. 3, 4. 


AFTER having given the counsel to guard His disciples against 
being deceived as to the personality and manner of His coming, 
Jesus next gives counsel to guard them from being deceived as to 
the time of His coming and of the end of the world.S/T/ October 17, 
1900, page 3.1 


He not only says that “many shall come saying, | am Christ,” but 
that these same ones would say, “The time is at hand,” or “draweth 
near.” But He says, “Go ye not after them.’S/T/ October 17, 1900, 
page 3.2 


This was not to say nor to imply that no time could ever come when 
it would be proper for anybody to say, “The time is at hand,” or 
“draweth near.”S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.3 


It was only to say, first, that no time could ever come when anybody 
could come, saying, “| am Christ, and the time is at hand,” because, 
as has been abundantly shown, anybody who ever comes 
anywhere or at any time saying, “I am Christ,” is a deceiver. And 
this being false as to the personality and manner of His coming, it 
would, in the nature of things, be false as to the saying that “the 
time is at hand.”S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.4 


Secondly, it was to say, as is abundantly shown, not only in His own 
words that follow, but also in other places in the Bible, that there 
was a long period of time and a remarkable series of events that 
must intervene before it could be truly said by anybody that “the 
time is at hand,” or “draweth near,” of His coming and of the end of 
the world.S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.5 


Therefore for any one to say, “The time is at hand,” before this long 
period of time had passed, and these remarkable events had all 
occurred, would be only to deceive. Under these circumstances, 
any one so saying would be only a deceiver; because he would be 
speaking only from the imagination of his own heart, and not by the 
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word of the Lord.S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.6 


Accordingly, on this very thought it is written in another place: “Now 

we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and by our gathering together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken 

in mind, nor be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter 

as from us, as the day of Christ |S AT HAND. Let no man deceive 
you by any means; for that day shall not come, EXCEPT THERE 
COME A FALLING AWAY FIRST, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 

that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in 

the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.S/T/ October 17, 
1900, page 3.7 


Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, / told you these 
things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work; 
only He who now letteth [hindereth] will let, until he be taken out of 
the way. And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the Spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness OF HIS COMING. Even Himwhose coming is after 
the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved.” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10.SITI October 17, 1900, page 3.8 


Thus all these things must come to pass before any one can truly 
say of the coming of the Lord and the end of the world, that “the 
time is at hand,” or “draweth near.” And the answer of Jesus to the 
question of His disciples covers the same time and contemplates 
the same course of events.S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.9 


Remember that the question of the disciples as to His coming and 
the end was, “What shall be the sign of Thy coming and of the end 
of the world?” And in reply Jesus does not in any sense intimate 
that there would be no signs, nor that nothing could be known on 
the subject. But, first of all, He gives full counsel against anybody’s 
being deceived as to the times, and which will effectually guard 
against being deceived all who believe His Word.S/T/ October 17, 
1900, page 3.10 
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Thus He says: “Many shall come in My name, saying, | am Christ, 
and the time is at hand; and shall lead many astray, go ye not after 
them. And when ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, and 
tumults, see that ye be not troubled or terrified; for these things 
must come to pass first, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be 
great earthquakes, and in divers places famines and pestilences; 
and there shall be terrors and great signs from heaven. But all 
these things are the beginning of travail.S/T/ October 17, 1900, 
page 3.11 


“But take ye heed to yourselves; for before all these things, they 
shall lay their hands on you, and shall persecute you, delivering you 
up unto tribulation, to councils, and prisons; and in synagogs shall 
ye be beaten; and before governors and kings shall ye stand for My 
name’s sake. Ye shall be delivered up even by parents, and 
children, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you 
shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men 
for My name’s sake. For in those days shall be great tribulations, 
such as there hath not been the like from the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except the Lord had shortened the days, no flesh should be saved; 
but for the elect’s sake whom He hath chosen, He hath shortened 
the days.S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.12 


“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ; or, Lo, He is 
there; believe him not. For false christs and false prophets shall 
rise, and shall show great signs and wonders, to seduce if it were 
possible even the elect. But take ye heed; behold, | have told you 
all things beforehand. If therefore they shall say unto you, Behold, 
He is in the wilderness, go not forth; Behold, He is in the inner 
chamber, believe it not. For as the lightning that lighteneth out of 
the one part under heaven and shineth unto the other part under 
heaven, so shall also the Son of man be in His day.S/T/ October 17, 
1900, page 3.13 


“And then shall many stumble, and shall deliver up one another, 
and shall hate one another. And not a hair of your head shall perish. 
In your patience possess ye your souls. And many false prophets 
shall arise, and shall lead many astray. And because iniquity shall 





26 


be multiplied the love of many shall wax cold. But he that endureth 
to the end, the same shall be saved. And this Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a testimony unto 
all the nations; and THEN SHALL THE END COMEBS’T/ October 
17, 1900, page 3.14 


That is the true order of things as to the time of the coming of the 
Lord and of the end of the world, and as to the events that should 
precede His coming and the end of the world. And the Gospel— 
glad tidings—of His coming, “this Gospel of the kingdom,” preached 
in all the world for a testimony to all nations, is the final event that 
precedes His coming and the end; for “then shall the end come.” 
For, note, it is not only the commonly-accepted Gospel of salvation 
of sinners from their sins, which must be preached in the whole 
world, but it is definitely the glad tidings of His coming, this Gospel 
of the kingdom, that is thus to be preached.S/7/ October 17, 1900, 
page 3.15 


This is certain, because that is the great subject of His discourse, 
and that discourse given in answer to the direct question as to His 
coming and the end of the world. And, speaking on this subject in 
answer to the direct question on this subject, He has dwelt on His 
coming, on the manner of His coming, and on the events which 
should precede His coming; and then, having reached the ultimate 
point of the answer to the inquiry, He says, “THIS Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached,” etc. That word “this Gospel of the 
kingdom” fixes it to the preaching in all the world of the glad tidings 
of His coming in the clouds of heaven with power and glory—the 
glad tidings of His coming and kingdom. And when “this Gospel of 
the kingdom” shall have been preached in the whole world, to all 
nations, then THE END WILL COMES/T!/ October 17, 1900, page 
3.16 


And in the great threefold message of Revelation 14:6-72 there is 
the very complement of this word of Jesus as to the preaching of 
this Gospel of the kingdom in all the world to all nations; and in 
Revelation 14:14-16 there is the very complement of this word of 
Jesus as to His coming and the coming of the end, following the 
preaching of this Gospel of the kingdom.S/7T/ October 17, 1900, 
page 3.17 
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Thus we read: “And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; forthe 
hour of His judgment is come; and worship Him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And there 
followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 
city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication. And the third angel followed them, saying with a 
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive 
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 
the cup of his indignation.... Here is the patience of the saints: here 
are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus.”S/TI October 17, 1900, page 3.18 


“And | looked, and behold a white cloud; and upon the cloud one 
sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, 
and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the 
temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust 
in thy sickle, and reap; for the time is come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe. And He that sat on the cloud thrust in 
His sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.” And Jesus 
Himself said in another place, “The harvest is the end of the world.” 
Thus certain it is that in these scriptures then is shown the message 
and the time of the preaching of “this Gospel” of the coming and 
kingdom of the Lord, which is to be followed by the very coming of 
the Lord and of the end of the world, about which the disciples 
asked.S/T/ October 17, 1900, page 3.19 


Thus as to the manner and the time of His coming, and of the end 
of the world. What, then, as to “the sign” of His coming and of the 
end of the world? That will be considered next. ALONZO T. 
JONES.SI/TI October 17, 1900, page 660.1 
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October 24, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. The Signs of the Lord’s Coming and of the End 
of the World” The Signs of the Times 26, 43, p. 4. 


“What shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?”S/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.1 


THIS question the disciples asked Jesus. And Jesus answered the 
question directly, and even more fully than they had asked. They 
asked, “What shall be the sign?” and Jesus answered, “There shall 
b e signs’—not one only, but a number of them; and these in 
different places.S/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.2 


But first He tells definitely the time when the signs would begin to 
appear, so that those who would intelligently look for His coming 
could know when to expect the signs, and as a consequence know 
that His coming and the end were near. Thus He says, 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days, there shall be 
signs.”S/TI October 24, 1900, page 4.3 


In the stretch of time that would elapse, and the course of events 
which would occur between the day of His discourse and the day of 
His coming and of the end of the world, He had said, as noted in the 
preceding study, that upon the elect “there shall be great tribulation, 
such as there hath not been the like, from the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, no, nor ever shall be. And 
except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” S/T/ 
October 24, 1900, page 4.4 


These are the “one thousand two hundred and threescore days,” 
each day for a year, in which the church of God—the elect—was 
“nourished from the face of the serpent,” and protected from the 
flood of wrath, which the dragon through his earthly instrument cast 
out of his mouth “after the woman, that he might cause her to be 
carried away of the flood.” Revelation 12:17; 14, 15. They are the 
days during which the power symbolized by the “little horn” of 
Daniel 7:8, 20-22, 25, “made war with the saints, and prevailed 
against them,” and wore them out. They are the days in which 
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death, on his “pale horse,” rode prosperously, with hell following 
with him, while he killed “with sword, and with hunger, and with 
death, and with the beasts of the earth” those who must be “slain 
for the Word of God and the testimony which they held.” Revelation 
6:8, 9. They are the days in which “that woman Jezebel,” “Babylon 
the great, the mother of harlots, and abominations of the earth,” 
used her terrible power so astonishingly that she was “drunken with 
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” 
Revelation 2:19; 17:3-6. They are the days in which this 
“abomination that astonisheth” (Danie! 77:27, margin) caused many 
to “fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many 
days.” Daniel 11:31-33.SITI October 24, 1900, page 4.5 


Thus “those days” are the twelve hundred and sixty years of papal 
supremacy, which began in A.D. 538, at the rooting up of the last of 
the “three” kingdoms mentioned in Danie! 7:8, 20, 24, and ended in 
A.D. 1798, when the papal government was abolished in Rome, 
when a Roman republic was again declared there, and “the old 
foundations of the capital were made again to resound with the 
cries, if not the spirit, of freedom; and the venerable ensign, 
S.P.Q.R., after the lapse of fourteen hundred years, again floated in 
the winds,” and when the pope was made a prisoner and was 
carried into captivity in France, where he died at Valence, Aug. 29, 
1799. And “the tribulation of those days” is the terrible persecution 
inflicted by the Papacy, as shown by the scriptures referred to in the 
preceding paragraph, and certified in the history of the Dark 
Ages.S/TI October 24, 1900, page 4.6 


But Jesus said “those days should be shortened,” and “for the 
elect’s sake.” “They shall be holpen with a little help,” said the angel 
to David. Daniel 11:34. “The earth helped the woman” in the 
wilderness, wrote John. Revelation 12:76. The tribulation was 
shortened; the elect were relieved before the days ended, else 
there would have been none left. The tribulation ended in the 
suppression of the Jesuits in 1773. The days ended A.D. 1798. And 
“immediately after the tribulation” ended, yet before the days ended, 
the signs of His coming would begin to appear; for said Jesus, “In 
those days, after that tribulation,” the signs should begin.S/7/ 
October 24, 1900, page 4.7 
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And where would be the signs? Read: “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days” (in the days) “there shall be signsS/T/ 
October 24, 1900, page 4.8 


(a) “In the sun, andS/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.9 
(b) “In the moon, andS/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.10 
(c) “In the stars, andS/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.11 


(d) “Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity;S/7/ October 
24, 1900, page 4.12 


(e) “The sea and the waves roaring;S/7T/ October 24, 1900, page 
4.13 


(f) “Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” Luke 27:25, 26.S/TI October 
24, 1900, page 4.14 


Thus the signs of the coming of the Lord and of the end of the world 
are to be abundant, and in so many places that it is impossible for 
anybody to fail to see, at the very least, some of them. The signs 
are to be in the havens and on the earth, amongst the nations, upon 
the sea, and among men as individuals.S/7/ October 24, 1900, 
page 4.15 


The signs in the heavens are to be in the sun, in the moon, and in 
the stars. And these are the first signs mentioned. Not only are they 
the first mentioned, but they are definitely specified as the ones 
which would begin in the days, and after the tribulation: 
“immediately after the tribulation of those days [in the days] the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light.” “The sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood.” Mark 13:24; Matthew 24:29; Revelation 6:12; Joel 2:31.SITI 
October 24, 1900, page 4.16 


As already stated, the tribulation ended in 1773. The days ended in 
1798. And May 19, 1780, just seven years after the tribulation 
ended and eighteen years before the days ended, the sun was 
darkened from about 10 o’clock in the morning all the rest of the 
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day, and till past midnight; and in that night of darkness such as 
“doubtless had not been since the Almighty first gave birth to light,” 
the moon, which had fulled the day before, appeared as red as 
blood. Of the darkening of the sun, and, consequently, of the moon, 
one of the best accounts is the following:—S/T/ October 24, 1900, 
page 4.17 


Almost if not altogether alone, as the most mysterious and as yet 
unexplained phenomenon of its kind in nature’s diversified range of 
events, during the last century, stands the dark day of May 19, 1780 
—a most unaccountable darkening of the whole visible heavens 
and atmosphere in New England—which brought intense alarm and 
distress to multitudes of minds, as well as dismay to the brute 
creation, and fowls fleeing bewildered to their roosts, and the birds 
to their nests, and the cattle returning to their stalls. Indeed, 
thousands of the good people of that day became fully convinced 
that the end of all things terrestrial had come, and gave up, for the 
time, their secular pursuits, and he betook themselves to religious 
devotions; while many others regarded the darkness as not only a 
token of God’s indignation against the various iniquities and 
abominations of the age, but also as an omen of some future 
destruction that might overwhelm the land—as in the case of the 
countries mentioned in Biblical history—unless speedy repentance 
and reformation took place. The ignorant indulged in vagaries and 
wild conjectures as to the cause of the phenomenon; and those 
profounder minds, even, that could gauge the heavens and tell the 
stars,” were about usually at loss for any rational explanation of the 
event. It is related that the Connecticut Legislature has a session at 
this time, and that so great was the darkness the members became 
terrified, and thought that the day of judgment had come; a motion 
was consequently made to adjourn. At this Mr. Davenport arose 
and said: “Mr. Speaker, it is either the day of judgment or it is not. If 
it is not, there is no need of adjourning. If it is, | desire to be bound 
doing my duty. | move that candles be brought, and that we 
proceed to business.”S/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.18 


The time of the commencement of this extraordinary darkness was 
between the hours of 10 and 11 in the forenoon of Friday of the 
date already named; and it continued until the middle of the 
following night, but with different appearances at different places. 
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As to the manner of its appearance, it seemed to appear, first of all, 
in the southwest. The wind came from that quarter, and the 
darkness appeared to come on with the clouds that came in that 
direction. The degree to which the darkness arose varied in 
different localities. In most part it became so dark, that people were 
unable to read common print distinctly, or accurately determined the 
time of day by their clocks or watches, or dim, or manage their 
domestic affairs conveniently without the light of candles. In some 
places the degree of darkness was just about equal to preventing 
persons seeing to read ordinary print in the open air for several 
hours together.S/7/ October 24, 1900, page 4.19 


The extent of this darkness was also very remarkable. It was 
observed at the most easterly regions of New England; westward to 
the farthest parts of Connecticut, and at Albany; to the southward it 
was observed all along the seacoasts; and to the north as far as the 
American settlements extended. It probably far exceeded these 
boundaries, but the exact limits were never positively known. S/7/ 
October 24, 1900, page 4.20 


With regard to its duration, it continued in the neighborhood of 
Boston for at least fourteen or fifteen hours; but it was doubtless 
longer or shorter in some other places. The appearance and effects 
were such as tended to make the prospect extremely dull, gloomy, 
and unnatural. Candles were lighted up in the houses; the birds, in 
the midst of their blithesome forenoon enjoyments, stopped 
suddenly, and, singing their evening songs, disappeared and 
became silent; the fowls retired to their roosts, the cocks were 
crowing in their accustomed manner at the break of day; objects 
could not be distinguished at a comparatively slight distance; and 
everything bore the aspect and gloom of night,—to say nothing of 
the effect upon the minds of the people, which, indeed, was quite 
indescribable.S/T/ October 24, 1900, page 4.21 


The above general facts concerning this strange phenomenon were 
ascertained, after much painstaking inquiry, soon after its 
occurrence, by Roger Williams, of Harvard College, who also 
collected together some of the more particular observations made 
in different parts of the country, relative to the remarkable 
event.S/T/I October 24, 1900, page 4.22 
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At 8 in the evening the darkness was so impenetrably thick as to 
render traveling positively impracticable; and, altho the moon rose 
nearly ... about 9 o’clock, yet it did not give light enough to enable a 
person to distinguish between the heavens and the earth.S/T/ 
October 24, 1900, page 4.23 


That this darkness was not caused by an eclipse is manifest by the 
various positions of the planetary bodies at that time; for the moon 
was more than one hundred and fifty degrees from the sun all that 
day, and according to accurate calculations made by the most 
celebrated astronomers, there could not, in the order of nature, be 
any transit of the planet Venus or Mercury upon the disc of the sun 
that year; nor could it be a blazing star—much as is a mountain— 
that darkened the atmosphere; for that would still leave unexplained 
the deep darkness of the following night. Nor would such excessive 
nocturnal darkness follow an eclipse of the sun; and as to the 
moon, she was at that time more than forty hours’ motion past her 
opposition.—“Our First Century,” pp. 89, 90, 93, 95, Great and 
Memorable Events.S!T! October 24, 1900, page 4.24 


A. T. JONES. 


(To be continued.) 
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October 31, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. The Signs of the Lord’s Coming and of the End 
of the World. (Concluded.)” The Signs of the Times 26, 44, p. 3. 


(Concluded). 


THE sign ‘in the stars” is that “the stars shall fall from heaven” 
(Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:25), and that they shall fall “as a fig tree 
casteth her untimely figs when she is shaken of a mighty wind” 
(Revelation 6:13). And so, in 1833, it came to pass.S/T/ October 31, 
1900, page 3.1 


Extensive and magnificent showers of shooting stars have been 
known to occur at various places in modern times, but the most 
universal and wonderful which has ever been recorded is that of the 
thirteenth of November, 1833, the whole firmament, over all the 
United States, being then, for hours, in fiery commotion! No 
celestial phenomenon has ever occurred in this country since its 
first settlement, which was viewed with such intense admiration by 
one class in the community, or with so much dread and alarm by 
another. It was the all-engrossing noise of conversation and of 
scientific disquisition for weeks and months. Indeed, it could not be 
otherwise than that such a rare phenomenon,—next in grandeur 
and sublimity to that of a total solar eclipse, or a great cornet 
stretched athwart the starry heavens in full view of a wonder struck 
universe—should awaken the deepest interest among all beholding 
it. Nor is the memory of this marvelous scene yet extinct: its 
sublimity and awful beauty still linger in many minds, who also 
remember well the terror with which the demonstration was 
regarded, and the mortal fear excited among the ignorant that the 
end of the world had come. During the three hours of its 
continuance, the day of judgment was believed to be only waiting 
for sunrise, and long after the shower had ceased, the morbid and 
superstitious were still impressed with the idea that the final day 
was at least only a week ahead, impromptu meetings for prayer 
were held in many places, and many other scenes of religious 
devotion, or terror, or abandonment of worldly affairs, transpired, 
under the influence of fear, occasioned by so sudden and awful a 
display.S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.2 
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But, tho in many districts the mass of the population were thus 
panic-stricken, through fear as well as want of familiarity with the 
history of such appearances, the more enlightened were profoundly 
awed at contemplating so vivid a picture of the apocalyptic image— 
that of “the stars of heaven falling to the earth, even as a fig-tree 
casting her untimely figs, after she is shaken of a mighty wind.” In 
describing the effect of this phenomenon upon the black population, 
a southern planter says:—S/7T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.3 


“| was suddenly awakened by the most distressing cries that ever 
fell on my ears. Shrieks of horror and cries for mercy could be 
heard from most of the negroes of three plantations, amounting in 
all to some six or eight hundred. While earnestly and breathlessly 
listening for the cause, | heard a faint voice near the door calling my 
name. | arose, and, taking my sword, stood at the door. At this 
moment | heard the same voice still beseeching me to rise, and 
saying, ‘O my God, the world is on fire!’ Then opened the door, and 
it is difficult to say which excited me most—the awfulness of the 
scene, or the distressed cries of the negroes. Upwards of one 
hundred lay prostrate on the ground, some speechless, and others 
uttering the bitterest moans, and with their hands raised, imploring 
God to save the world and them. The scene was truly awful, for 
never did rain fall much thicker than the meteors fell towards the 
earth; east, west, north, and south it was the same.” In a word, the 
whole heavens seemed in motion.S!/T! October 31, 1900, page 3.4 


The display, as described in Professor Silliman’s journal, was seen 
all over North America. The chief scene of the exhibition was within 
the limits of the longitude of 61° in the Atlantic Ocean, and that of 
100° in Central Mexico, and from the North American lakes to the 
southern side of the island of Jamaica.S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 
3.5 


Over this vast area, an appearance presented itself by surpassing 
in grandeur and magnificence the loftiest reach of the human 
imagination. From two o'clock until broad daylight, the sky being 
perfectly serene and cloudless, an incessant play of dazzlingly 
brilliant luminosities was kept up in the whole heavens. Some of 
these were of great magnitude and most peculiar form. One of large 
size remained for some time almost stationary in the zenith, over 
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the falls of Niagara, emitting streams of light which radiated in all 
directions. The wild dash of the waters, as contrasted with the fiery 
commotion above them, formed a scene of unequaled and amazing 
sublimity. Arago computes that not less than two hundred and forty 
thousand meteors were at the same time visible above the horizon 
of Boston! To form some idea of such a spectacle, one must 
imagine a constant succession of fire-balls, resembling sky-rockets, 
radiating in all directions, from a point in the heavens near the 
zenith, and following the arch of the sky towards the horizon. They 
proceeded to various distances from the radiating point, leaving 
after them a vivid streak of light, and usually exploding before they 
disappeared. The balls were of various sizes and degrees of 
splendor; some were mere points, but others were larger and 
brighter than Jupiter or Venus; and one, in particular, appeared to 
be nearly of the moon’s size. But at Niagara no spectacle so terribly 
grand and sublime was ever before beheld by man as that of the 
firmament descending in fiery torrents over the dark and roaring 
cataract.S/TI October 31, 1900, page 3.6 


The point from which the meteors seemed to issue was observed, 
by those who fixed the position of the display among the stars, to be 
in the constellation Leo. At New Haven it appeared in the bend of 
the “sickle’—a collection of stars in the breast of Leo—a little to the 
westward of the star Gamma Leonis. By observers at other places 
remote from each other, it was seen in the same constellation [sic.], 
altho in different parts of it. An interesting and important fact in this 
connection is, that this radiating point was stationary among the 
fixed stars, that is, that it did not move along with the earth in its 
diurnal revolution eastward, but accompanied the stars in their 
apparent progress westward.—“Our First Century,” pp. 329, 330, 
332.S/TI October 31, 1900, page 3.7 


In all of these extracts the italics are those of the book itself.S/7/ 
October 31, 1900, page 3.8 


“And upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity.” This is so 
to-day in all the nations; for years it has been so, and it only grows 
worse. Note that it is not simply distress of nations; this might be, 
and it might be borne with comparative equanimity, because they 
might see a way of escape. But it is not so in this word, nor in the 
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time of the fulfilment of that Word; for this is “distress of nations with 
perplexity.” They do not know which way to turn to find assured 
relief from the distress, and ways that they do take deepen rather 
than relieve the distress and perplexity. S/7/ October 31, 1900, page 
3.9 


And everywhere to-day men’s hearts are failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things that are coming on the earth. Among 
all classes of people there is this fear because of what is already 
before them, and wondering what can be the worse which they 
certainly fear is coming.S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.10 


Then said Jesus, “When these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
Luke 21:28. They began to come to pass in 1780, and then this 
redemption was drawing nigh.S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.11 


And next He says, “When ye shall see all these things, then know 
that it [His coming] is near, even at the doors.” Matthew 24:33. All 
people can now see all these things. All the signs mentioned as 
coming “upon the earth,” and among the nations and among men, 
can be seen in the events of the times in which we live to-day; and 
the signs that were to be in the heavens, and which were the 
beginning ones, all can see in the authentic records of the events. 
And to-day being the time when all can “see all these things,” it is 
settled by the Word of the Lord that now is the time when He would 
have all to “know that He is near, even at the doors.”S/T/ October 
31, 1900, page 3.12 


“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only.” Vatthew 24:36. The definite time, the 
day and the hour, the times and the seasons, of His coming “the 
Father hath put in His own power” (Acts 7:7); and no one, neither 
man nor angel, can ever make it known. And every one who ever 
attempts to know it is deceived; and every one who ever attempts to 
make it known, is both deceived and a deceiver. S/7/ October 37, 
1900, page 3.13 


But, tho no one can ever make known the day and hour of the 
Lord’s coming, this in no wise affects the truth that all may know 
when His coming “is near, even at the doors;” for He said, “When ye 
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shall see all these things know that it is near, even at the 
doors.”S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.14 


And now is the time.S/7T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.15 
ALONZO T. JONES. 


[The title of the next article is, “Get Ready, Get Ready, Get 
Ready.”]S/T/ October 31, 1900, page 3.16 
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November 7, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. ‘Get Ready, Get Ready, Get Ready!’” The Signs 
of the Times 26, 45, p. 4. 


THE world is now in the time when “all these things” which Jesus 
mentioned as signs of His coming and of the end of the world, can 
be seen, and when all may “know that it is near, even at the doors.” 
Accordingly it should be expected that all would be most 
interestedly observing all these things, and getting ready to meet 
Him “in peace without spot and blameless,” and with the joyful 
greeting, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited fro Him, and He will 
save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in His salvation.” /saiah 25:9.S/T!| November 7, 1900, 
page 4.1 


It is in order that all may be thus ready and waiting to meet Him and 
greet Him, that the Lord has given all this instruction about His 
coming. He would not have a single soul taken unawares. The more 
forcibly to impress this upon all, he spake a parable, saying, 
“Behold, the fig tree and all the trees; when her branch is now 
become tender, and putting forth its leaves, ye see it, and know of 
your own selves that the summer is now nigh. Even so ye also, 
when ye see all these things coming to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh, even at the doors. Verily | say unto you, 
This generation shall not pass away, until all these things shall be 
accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass away; but My words 
shall not pass away.” As certainly and as easily as the people of the 
world know that summer is nigh when the trees put forth leaves, so 
certainly and so easily may the people of this world know that the 
coming of the Lord and the end of the world is now nigh, and that 
this generation shall not pass away till these joint events shall be 
accomplished, and the kingdom of God be come in all its glory. S/T/ 
November 7, 1900, page 4.2 


Accordingly Jesus urges upon all people in this time, “Watch 
therefore; for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh.” 
“Therefore be ye also ready; for in an hour that ye think not, the Son 
of man cometh.” “Take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this 
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life and that day come on you suddenly as a snare.” “But watch ye 
at every season, making supplication, that ye may prevail to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son 
of man.”S/T/ November 7, 1900, page 4.3 


“Take ye heed, WATCH and pray; for ye know not when the time is. 

It is as when a man, sojourning in another country, having left his 

house, and given authority to his servants, to each one his work, 

commanded also the porter to watch. WATCH THEREFORE; for ye 
know not when the lord of the house cometh, whether at even, or at 

midnight, or at cock-crowing, or in the morning; lest coming 

suddenly he find you sleeping. And what | say unto you | say unto 

all, WATCH.”S/TI November 7, 1900, page 4.4 


And yet for all this instruction, all this warning, and all this 
exhortation, to know, to be ready, and to watch, only a few will do 
so. The great mass of the world’s people will refuse the instruction, 
despise the warning, and resist the exhortation, and will follow the 
way of the world, even to ruin. So fully is this true that only the days 
of Noah and the days of Lot can supply a fitting parallel.S/7/ 
November 7, 1900, page 4.5 


And thus the Lord says: “As were the days of Noah, so shall be the 
coming of the Son of man. For as in those days which were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they 
knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall be 
the coming of the Son of man.”S/Tl November 7, 1900, page 4.6 


“Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; but the same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from 
heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed.”S/T/ November 7, 1900, page 4.7 


Both in the days of Noah and in the days of Lot, all the people could 
have known as really as Noah and Lot knew what was coming, and 
so could all have escaped instead of all being destroyed. They did 
not know, simply because they would not know. They were 
instructed, they were warned, they were exhorted concerning the 
coming flood, and also concerning the impending destruction of 
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Sodom; but they would not believe the word. They could have 
known all, simply by believing the word; but they would not believe, 
and therefore did not and could not know. S/T/ November 7, 1900, 
page 4.8 


Even so it is now. The word is ample; the message is distinct; the 
instruction if definite; the warning is faithful; the exhortation is 
sufficient; but the great mass of the people will not believe, and 
therefore can not know. Every soul can know all, and so can be 
delivered from the coming destruction, and saved with the Lord’s 
full salvation, if he will only simply believe the Word.S/T/ November 
7, 1900, page 4.9 


But they will not believe. Instead, they actually turn “scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts; and saying, Where is the promise of 
His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of creation. For this they willingly are 
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and 
the earth standing out of the water and in the water; whereby the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished; but the 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.” 2 Peter 3:3-7.S/T! November 7, 1900, 
page 4.10 


Indeed, these scoffers are found even among the professed 
servants of the true Master. But they are evil servants; as saith the 
Master Himself. “If that evil servant shall say in his heart. My Lord 
delayeth His coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, 
and to eat and drink with the drunken, the Lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for Him, and in an hour that he 
is not aware of; and shall cut him asunder, and shall appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites.”S/T/ November 7, 1900, page 4.11 


From this it is evident that in these times there will be found among 
the professed servants of the Lord, unfaithfulness to Christian truth, 
and only pretensions to piety. Even so it is written: “This know also, 
that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
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trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof; from such turn away.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 
So much is this so that Jesus was forced to exclaim, “When the Son 
of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?’S/7T/ November 7, 
1900, page 4.12 


Nevertheless, there are some who will believe, who, like Noah, in 
spite of the evil tide drawing away from God, will set themselves to 
walk with God. These also, as Noah, will cease not to proclaim the 
truth of God for the time, and will warn the world that the Lord is 
coming that the end is near, that destruction hastens and that men 
must escape for their lives.S/T/ November 7, 1900, page 4.13 


Therefore, and of these, the Lord says: “Who then is the faithful and 
wise servant, whom his Lord hath set over His household, to give 
them their food in due season? Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord when He cometh, shall find so doing. Verily | say unto you, 
that He will set him over all that He hath.”S/T/ November 7, 1900, 
page 4.14 


All these will gladly see the Lord come. And they will see Him 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. For 
soon “the powers of the heavens shall be shaken and there shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall 
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.” “For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and SO shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”S/T/ 
November 7, 1900, page 4.15 


“In the resurrection morning we shall see the Saviour coming. And 
the sons of Goda-shouting in the kingdom of the Lord.S/T/ 
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November 7, 1900, page 4.16 
CHORUS. 


“We shall rise, we shall rise, When the mighty trumpet rends the 
azure skies We shall rise, we shall rise, In the resurrection morning 
we Shall rise.S/T/ November 7, 1900, page 4.17 


“We feel the advent glory; while the vision seems to tarry. We will 
comfort one another with the words of Holy Writ.S/T/ November 7, 
1900, page 4.18 


“The faith ... discover that ... warfare ... be over, “We will tell the 
pleasing story, when we meet our friends in glory, And we'll keep 
ourselves all ready for to hail the heavenly King.”S/7T/ November 7, 
1900, page 4.19 


ALONZO T. JONES. 
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November 14, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. The Destruction of Jerusalem—lIts Meaning To- 
day” The Signs of the Times 26, 46, pp. 4, 5. 


THERE is yet one important part of the Lord’s discourse concerning 
the sign of His coming and the end of the world, which must be 
noticed—that is, the part relating to the destruction of 
Jerusalem.S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 4.1 


It must be remembered that it was the disciples showing to Jesus 
the wonderful structure of the temple that was the occasion which 
called forth this whole grand discourse upon the subject of the signs 
of His coming and of the end of the world.S/7/ November 14, 1900, 
page 4.2 


The whole story is as follows: “And Jesus went out from the temple, 
and was going on His way. And as He went forth, His disciples 
came to Him to show Him the buildings of the temple; and one of 
His disciples saith unto Him, Master, behold, what manner of stones 
and what manner of buildings! And some spoke of the temple, how 
it was adorned with goodly stones and offerings. And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Seest thou these great buildings? As 
for these things which ye behold, verily | say unto you, The days will 
come, in which there shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.S/7/ November 14, 1900, page 4.3 


“And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, over against the temple, the 
disciples, Peter and James and John and Andrew, came unto Him, 
and asked Him privately, saying, Master, tell us, when therefore 
shall these be? and what shall be the sign when these things are all 
about to be accomplished? and what shall be the sign when these 
things are all about to be accomplished? and what shall be the sign 
of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?”S/T/ November 14, 
1900, page 4.4 


Now in this whole discourse in answer to these questions, the only 
reference that Jesus made to the destruction of Jerusalem is less 
than two dozen lines, in the midst of His discourse, after He had 
sketched the events between that time and the end of the world, 
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and just at the beginning of that part of His discourse in which He 
proceeds to give the signs of His coming and the time when the 
signs would begin to appear. From this fact, as well as from the 
causes and character of the destruction of Jerusalem, it is evident 
that the destruction of Jerusalem is itself a sign by which can be 
known the times of the Lord’s coming and of the end of the world, 
just as the fall of ancient Babylon is likewise such a sign. It is in the 
light of this suggestion that we shall here study that part of the 
Lord’s discourse relating to the destruction of Jerusalem.S/7/ 
November 14, 1900, page 4.5 


That part of the Lord’s discourse is as follows: “When therefore ye 
see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of through 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place, where he ought not 
(let him that readeth understand); and when ye see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then know that her desolation is at hand. 
Then let them that are in Judea flee unto the mountains; and let 
them that are in the midst of her depart out and let not them that are 
in the countries enter thereinto. Let him that is on the housetop not 
come down, nor enter in, to take out the things that are in his 
house; and let him that is in the field not return back to take his 
cloak. For these are the days of vengeance, that all things that are 
written may be fulfilled. But woe unto them that are with child and 
them that give suck in those days! And pray ye that your flight be 
not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath. For there shall be great 
distress upon the land and wrath upon this people.”S/7T/ November 
14, 1900, page 4.6 


The Center of Controversy 


Why did all this come upon that people? Why was Jerusalem 
destroyed?—Because they rejected the Lord, of course. But why 
did they reject the Lord? What was the particular issue in which 
centered and culminated their opposition to the Lord and their 
rejection of Him? The answer to these questions is, That issue was 
the Sabbath,—the distinction between His principles as to what is 
true Sabbath-keeping and their views upon the same point.S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 4.7 


In nothing had the selfishness of the Pharisees and doctors of the 
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law taken a more perverse turn than in the matter of the Sabbath 
and its true meaning and purpose. So far as the Lord’s meaning 
and purpose in His Sabbath are concerned, they had utterly lost 
sight of it themselves, and by their traditions, and exactions had 
completely hidden it from the minds and hearts of the people. This 
was the crowning result of their perverse-minded course. And as 
Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, and as to bring to mind what He is to 
mankind, is the true intent of the Sabbath,—in other words, He 
Himself, as He lived among them, being the manifestation of the 
true intent of the Sabbath, it is evident that in nothing could His 
course arouse more or more bitter antagonism from these men than 
in His words and actions with relation to the Sabbath.S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 4.8 


It was with reference to this that they began their persecution of 
Him; it was regarding this that they first entertained the thought of 
killing Him; and it was upon this issue that their opposition 
culminated in the actual crucifying of Him. This issue became 
clearly defined at His second Passover, at the pool of Bethesda, 
when Jesus healed the impotent man. Thus we _ read:—S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 4.9 


“A certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight 
years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a 
long time in that case. He saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
The impotent man answered Him, Sir, | have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me into the pool; but while | am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take 
up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole, 
and took up his bed, and walked; and on the same day was the 
Sabbath. The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured. /t is the 
Sabbath day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered 
them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy 
bed and walk. Then asked they him, What man is that which said 
unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? And he that was healed wist 
not who it was; for Jesus had conveyed Himself away, a multitude 
being in that place. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and 
said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole; sin no more lest a 
worse thing come unto thee. The man departed, and fold the Jews 
that it was Jesus, which had made him whole.” John 5:1-15.S/T/ 
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November 14, 1900, page 4.10 


Of course they then knew who it was who had told him to do this 
“unlawful” thing,—to take up his bed and walk on the Sabbath 
day.S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 4.11 


“And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay 
Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath day.” 
Verse 16.S/TI November 14, 1900, page 4.12 


Now think of this: Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is the 
sign of what He is to mankind. He then was in His life the living 
expression of the Sabbath. Therefore it was impossible for Him to 
do anything on the Sabbath that was not Sabbath-keeping; because 
the very doing of it was in itself the expression of the meaning of the 
Sabbath.S/T! November 14, 1900, page 4.13 


But his Sabbath-keeping did not suit the Sabbath ideas of the 
Pharisees and the doctors of the law and the scribes. They, 
therefore, called it Sabbath-breaking. Now Christ's ideas of the 
Sabbath are God’s ideas of the Sabbath. The Pharisees’ ideas of 
the Sabbath and of Sabbath-keeping, being directly the opposite of 
the Lord Jesus’ ideas, were wrong. Therefore the controversy in 
that day between Christ and the Pharisees and the doctors of the 
law, was simply whether God’s ideas of the Sabbath should prevail, 
or whether man’s ideas of it should prevail.S/T/ November 14, 
1900, page 4.14 


“Therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay Him, 
because He had done these things on the Sabbath day. But Jesus 
answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and | work. Therefore 
the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He not only had 
broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making 
Himself equal with God.” John 5:16-18.S/T!| November 14, 1900, 
page 4.15 


By this we further see that the very first open steps that the 
Pharisees and the doctors of the law ever took against Jesus Christ 
to do Him harm in any way, were taken because He had not kept 
the Sabbath to suit them. That was the controversy between Christ 
and them; and upon this point everything else turned.S/7/ 
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November 14, 1900, page 4.16 


Shortly after this we have the record in the second chapter of Mark, 
twenty-third verse, to the third chapter, sixth verse; it is also in the 
twelfth chapter of Matthew, and the sixth of Luke, verses 7-72; but 
Mark’s record gives a point that is not in either of the others, and it 
is all-important:—S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 4.17 


“And it came to pass, that He went through the corn-fields on the 
Sabbath day; and His disciples began, as they went, to pluck the 
ears of corn. And the Pharisees said unto Him, Behold, why do they 
on the Sabbath day, that which is not lawful? And He said unto 
them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and 
was an hungered; he, and they that were with him? How he went 
into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and 
did eat the showbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, 
and gave also to them that were with Him? And He said unto them, 
The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath; 
therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”S/7T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 4.18 


“And He entered again into the synagog; and there was a man 
there which had a withered hand. And they watched Him, whether 
He would heal him on the Sabbath day; that they might accuse 
Him.”SITI November 14, 1900, page 4.19 


He knew that their attention was all on Him. And that they might 
have the fullest evidence possible, He called to the man who had 
the withered hand, and said to him, “Stand forth in the midst.” The 
man stepped out into the midst of the synagog. This drew 
everybody’s attention to Jesus and the man standing there waiting. 
Then He asked the Pharisees and those who were accusing Him, 
“Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save 
life, or to kill?” They could not say it was lawful to do evil, for that 
would be contrary to all their own teaching, and they did not dare to 
say it was lawful to do good, because then they would sanction His 
healing this man on the Sabbath. “Is it lawful to save life, or to kill?” 
They did not dare to say it was lawful to kill, and they did not dare to 
say it was lawful to save life; for He told them, and they knew that it 
was so, that if one of them had a sheep that fell into a ditch on the 
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Sabbath day, he would pull it out to save its life. Whether they 
would do this out of mercy to the sheep, or for fear of losing the 
price of it, matters not. They knew it was so. Therefore “they held 
their peace.”S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 4.20 


“And when He had looked round about on them with anger, being 
grieved for the hardness of their hearts, He saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out, and his hand was 
restored whole as the other. And the Pharisees went forth, and 
straightway took counsel with the Herodians against Him, how they 
might destroy Him.”SIT! November 14, 1900, page 4.21 


Confederation against Christ 


The Herodians were a sect of the Jews, who stood at the extreme 
opposite pole from the Pharisees. They derived their title— 
Herodians—from being the friends, the supporters, and the rigid 
partisans of Herod and his house in their rule over the nation of 
Israel. The Pharisees were the “godly” of the nation, especially in 
their own estimation. They held themselves to be the righteous 
ones of the nation, the ones who stood the closest to God; and 
therefore they stood farthest from Herod and from Rome. They 
despised Herod; they hated Rome. The Herodians were the political 
supporters of Herod, and consequently the friends of Rome and 
Roman power. Therefore, as denominations, as sects, the 
Pharisees and the Herodians were just as far apart as they could 
be.S/T! November 14, 1900, page 725.1 


Now when the Pharisees saw that Christ would not yield to their 
ideas of Sabbath-keeping, they, in order to carry out their purpose 
to kill Him—it was a far-reaching purpose—joined themselves, not 
only to their sectarian enemies, but to these particular 
religio-political sectarian enemies, so that they could secure the 
influence of Herod, so that they might have the government on their 
side, that they might have the civil power under their control, and 
thus make effectual their purpose to destroy Jesus. Thus they 
entered politics.S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 725.2 


After this we read:—S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 725.3 
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“After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He would not talk in 
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill Him.”John 7:7.S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 725.4 


However, when the annual Feast of Tabernacle came, “about the 
midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.” As He 
was teaching, He said to them:—S/7/ November 14, 1900, page 
725.5 


“Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the 
law? Why go ye about to kill Me? The people answered and said, 
Thou hast a devil; who goeth about to kill Thee? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, | have done one work, and ye all marvel. 
Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision (not because it is of 
Moses, but of the fathers); and ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a 
man. If a man on the Sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law 
of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at Me, because | have 
made a man every whit whole on the Sabbath day? Judge not 
according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” John 
7:19-24.SITI November 14, 1900, page 725.6 


Even at that time, these, His enemies, “sought to take Him,” yet “no 
man laid hands on Him.” And later in the same day “the Pharisees 
and the chief priests sent officers to take Him;” yet neither did the 
officers lay hands on Him. And when the officers returned without 
bringing Him, the chief priests and the Pharisees were so enraged 
that they were on the point of officially condemning Him anyhow, 
and were checked only by the word of Nicodemus, “Doth our law 
judge any man before it hear him, and know what he doeth?”S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 725.7 


The next instance in this controversy is recorded in the ninth 
chapter of John—the case of the giving of sight to the man born 
blind.S/T! November 14, 1900, page 725.8 


“And it was the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and 
opened his eyes; ... therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man 
is not of God, because He keepeth not the Sabbath day.” Verses 
14-16.SITI November 14, 1900, page 725.9 


The next instance is in Luke 13:10-17:-—SITI November 14, 1900, 
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page 725.10 


“And He was teaching in one of the synagogs on the Sabbath. And, 
behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen 
years, and was bowed together, and could in nowise lift up herself. 
And when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him, and said unto her, 
Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And He laid His hands 
on her; and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 
And the ruler of the synagog answered with indignation, because 
that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said unto the 
people. There are six days in which men ought to work; in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day. The 
Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each 
one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and 
lead him away to watering? And ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen 
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?’S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 725.11 


Increasing Antagonism 


As they continued to watch Him to see whether He would heal 
people, and otherwise do good on the Sabbath day. He continued 
to heal on the Sabbath day, another instance in point being 
recorded in Luke 714:1-6. Thus He continued to grow in favor with 
the people, and the more to incur the antagonism of the chief 
priests, the Pharisees, and the Herodians. When at last He had 
gone so far as to raise from the dead a man who had been dead 
four days, and when, as a consequence, “many of the Jews 
believed on Him,” this so aroused His enemies that “some of them 
went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus 
had done.” And then and there the chief priests and the Pharisees 
in council said:S/T! November 14, 1900, page 725.12 


“What do we? for this Man doeth many miracles. If we let Him thus 
alone, all men will believe on Him; and the Romans shall come and 
take away both our place and nation.” John 11:47, 48.SI/TI 
November 14, 1900, page 725.13 


Note the argument that was in their hearts, and in their words, in 
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fact. They were accusing Jesus all the time of Sabbath-breaking; 
and now they say, “If we let Him thus alone, all men will believe on 
Him,” and that will make all men Sabbath-breakers. The nation will 
be a nation of Sabbath-breakers. And when the whole nation 
becomes a nation of Sabbath-breakers, the judgments of God will 
be visited upon us; and the Lord will bring the Romans, and sweep 
away the whole nation. Then, in that same meeting—S/T/ 
November 14, 1900, page 725.14 


“One of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same 
year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is 
expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation perish not.” “Then from that day forth they took 
counsel together for to put Him to death.” Verses 49, 30, 53.S/T] 
November 14, 1900, page 725.15 


And a few days afterward they accomplished to the full their 
purpose, and did put Him to death. And when that was done, the 
doom of the nation was fixed; and it was only a question of time 
when would come the destruction of the temple, the city, and the 
people. They said, “If we let this man thus alone, all men will believe 
on Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place 
and nation.” They did not let Him alone, and the Romans came and 
took away both their place and nation forevermore. Their efforts to 
save the nation destroyed the nation.S/T/ November 14, 1900, page 
725.16 


And let it never be forgotten that the one great issue, above all 
others, on which they rejected Him, and persecuted Him, and 
sought to kill Him, was the Sabbath of the Lord as against a 
sabbath of men, the true Sabbath as against a false one, the Lord’s 
idea of the Sabbath as against man’s idea of the Sabbath. And in all 
the time of the impending destruction, and even in the very crisis of 
their experience in connection therewith—when they should see the 
given sign, in Jerusalem being encompassed with armies—the 
Sabbath was still an issue, and of vital consideration. For in all their 
thoughts as to their flight from the sure coming destruction, this 
word of Jesus must ever be remembered, “Pray ye that your flight 
be not in the winter, neither on THE SABBATH DAY.S/T! 
November 14, 1900, page 725.17 
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November 21, 1900 


“Lessons from Matthew 24. The Destruction of Jerusalem—lIts Meaning To- 
day” The Signs of the Times 26, 47, pp. 4, 5. 


AS to the destruction of Jerusalem, we have seen that it was false 
ideas of the Sabbath, set against the true, that caused the nation of 
the Jews to reject, to persecute, and to seek to kill Jesus, and that it 
was this rejection of Him that caused that destruction. They rejected 
and slew Him, lest the Romans should come and take away both 
their place and nation; and their rejection and slaying of Him 
resulted in the Romans coming and taking away both their place 
and nation. Their rejection of the Sabbath of the Lord, and in that 
rejection, the rejection of Him who was and is the Lord of the 
Sabbath, caused the ruin of that nation.S/T/ November 21, 1900, 
page 4.1 


It is not necessary here to enter into the details of the destruction of 
Jerusalem and that nation; that is well know; and, besides, our 
study here is to discover what bearing that has on the great subject 
of the second coming of the Lord and the end of the world. Let us 
follow this subject to its conclusion.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 
4.2 


An Instrument of Destruction. 


The instrument of the destruction of Jerusalem and the nation of the 
Jews, was the Roman armies: “When ye therefore shall see 
Jerusalem encompassed with armies, then know that the desolation 
is nigh.” The only armies that there were at that time were the 
Roman armies; for “the empire of the Romans filled the world.”S/T/ 
November 21, 1900, page 4.3 


And the Roman armies encompassing Jerusalem in fulfilment of the 
words of Jesus recorded by Luke (Luke 27:20), was “the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place,” in fulfilment of the words of Jesus 
recorded by Matthew. Matthew 24:75.SITI| November 21, 1900, 
page 4.4 
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Now the abomination of desolation—the Roman power—spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, when once it enters upon the scene of 
history and prophecy, continues unto the coming of the Lord and 
the end of the world.S/T! November 21, 1900, page 4.5 


Notice that in Danie! 7:7-11 he beheld in the vision a fourth beast, a 
fourth kingdom, which is Rome, “dreadful and terrible;” “the beast 
had also ten horns.” As Daniel considered the horns, there came up 
“another /ittle horn, before whom there were three of the first horns 
plucked up by the roots; and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.”S/7T/ November 
21, 1900, page 4.6 


Daniel beheld this “little horn” in its working and its speaking, “until 
the Ancient of Days come,” and “the judgment was set, and the 
books were opened.” And at the time of the judgment says he, “I 
beheld then because of the great words which the HORN SPAKE: | 
beheld even till the BEAST was slain, and his body destroyed, and 
given to the burning flame.”S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.7 


Note that he was beholding the “little horn.” He was considering the 
“little horn.” At the time of the judgment he beheld especially 
because of the great words which the “horn spake.” And he beheld 
even till—the horn was destroyed?—No, but till “the beast was 
slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.” This 
makes it perfectly plain that the “little horn” is but the continuation of 
the beast, in another form; so fully is the “little horn” a continuation 
of the spirit and characteristics and power of “the beast,” that when 
comes the time of the destruction of the horn, instead of saying that 
the horn was destroyed, he says THE BEAST was slain and 
destroyed. And this makes it perfectly plain that when the beast 
enters upon the scene, he continues, only under another phase, 
until the coming of the Lord and the end of the world.S/T/ November 
21, 1900, page 4.8 


Again: InDaniel 8:9-12, 23-25, this same power is again 
symbolized by a “little horn which waxed exceeding great;” and it 
continues clear through till the end of the world, when it is “broken 
without hand” in the setting up of the kingdom of God, when the 
stone cut out without hand breaks in pieces and consumes all 
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kingdoms of earth, and it stands forever. And in this prophecy of 
Daniel 8 this power is directly referred to as “the transgression of 
desolation;” while in Daniel 11:31; 12:11 the same power is 
definitely called “the abomination that maketh desolate.” And in all 
these places the connection shows that it continues unto “the time 
of the end,” and even unto the end.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 
4.9 


And again: InDanie/ 17:4 there is marked the concurrence of 
events which calls into the field of prophecy and history the Roman 
power. And when the Roman power does enter the field, the Word 
says that it is done “to establish the vision’—“the children of robbers 
shall exalt themselves to establish the vision.” This shows that the 
Roman power was the great object of the vision; that whatever was 
given preceding the rise of that power, was given only as certain 
stepping-stones unto the time when that power should rise; and that 
when this power was met, in its rise, the object of the vision was 
met—the vision was established. And when that power is once 
entered upon the scene, it continues, if not in one phase then just 
as certainly in another, till the time of the coming of the Lord and the 
end of the world.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.10 


Therefore, when Jesus cited “the abomination of desolation spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet,” in that very thing He brought to mind that 
which would continue unto the coming of the Lord and the end of 
the world. And when Jesus cited this power in His discourse upon 
the sign of His coming and of the end of the world, this certifies that 
in the career of that power there is that which is instructive as to His 
coming and the end of the world. And when He cited this power as 
the one which would betray Jerusalem, then this certifies that in the 
destruction of Jerusalem there is that which is instructive as to His 
coming and the end of the world.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 
4.11 


Now it was their rejection of the Lord Jesus that brought upon that 
people the destruction of their city and nation by the Roman power 
—the abomination of desolation. And by the plain showing of the 
Gospels we have seen that it was in rejecting the divine idea of the 
Sabbath of the Lord that they rejected the Lord of the Sabbath, and 
persecuted Him, and sought to kill Him, until they had killed Him, to 
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save the nation from the Romans, but which only caused the nation 
to be destroyed by the Romans.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.12 


And then, at a later date in its history, this Roman power, this 
abomination of desolation, at the time of the development of the 
“little horn” of Danie! 7:8—this power itself rejected God’s idea of 
the Sabbath, and set up wholly man’s idea of it; rejected the true 
Sabbath and set up a wholly false one, even to the substituting of 
another day—Sunday—for the Lord’s day, the Sabbath day which 
God had established and appointed. It was said by those who did it, 
“All things whatsoever that was duty to do on the Sabbath day, 
these WE have transferred to the Sunday.” Laws were enacted by 
the Roman power to compel all to accept the false idea of the 
Sabbath instead of the true. All who would observe the Sabbath of 
the Lord were “accursed from Christ,” and whosoever did not 
accept the false, was held guilty of sacrilege and subject to 
penalties from the Roman  power—the abomination — of 
desolation.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.13 


And what was the consequence of this second course of rejecting 
the Sabbath of the Lord, and in that the Lord of the Sabbath? What 
came upon this second nation that did that thing?—It likewise was 
brought to ruin, and was swept from the earth as completely as was 
the nation of the Jews that first did that heaven-daring thing. The 
Roman Empire was as utterly ruined as was the Jewish nation.S/7/ 
November 21, 1900, page 4.14 


A Lesson to the United States. 


And now, in these last days, in these days when we know that the 
coming of the Lord “is near, even at the doors’—in these days “the 
abomination of desolation,” the Roman power, exists in a different 
phase from that of the days of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
also in a somewhat different phase from that of the days of the 
destruction of the Roman Empire. And inthese days this 
abomination of desolation still insists upon that rejection of God’s 
idea of the Sabbath, and the substitution of man’s; the rejection of 
the true, and the acceptance, even by force, of the false. And in this 
heaven-daring thing, in this thing which has twice wrought, as a 
world-example, the ruin of nations, the abomination of desolation 





58 


has gained the support of THE UNITED STATESS/T/ November 
21, 1900, page 4.15 


The United States, as certainly as ever did Jerusalem, or as ever 
did Rome, has rejected God’s idea of the Sabbath, and has 
accepted man’s—“the man of sin;” it has rejected the true, and has 
set up the false, to be forced upon all people by the power of the 
State. In her legislation of 1893, God’s idea of the Sabbath was 
read in His own words from His own Word, and then that was 
deliberately set aside and rejected, and one utterly false in every 
respect was accepted and established here by governmental 
recognition. This nation, as really as did Jerusalem, or as did Rome, 
in thus rejecting the Sabbath of the Lord, has in this rejected the 
Lord of the Sabbath.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.16 


And what must be the consequence? What onlycan be the 
consequence? Can this nation now fare any better than fared 
Jerusalem and Rome in doing the same thing? Can it be fairly 
hoped that she can fare as well as did they, since she has done this 
thing in the face of these two world-warning destructions? But how 
shall destruction come here for this heaven-daring offense? It came 
to Jerusalem by the Roman power. It came to the Roman Empire 
by the barbarians of the North. Whence can it come next in 
punishment of this offense of the king?—It comes in the brightness 
of the consuming glory of the coming of the Lord, and the armies of 
heaven following Him upon white horses, when out of His mouth 
goeth the sharp sword with which He shall smite the nations. 
Revelation 19:11-21; Joel 2:1-11. And this is why it is that the 
destruction of Jerusalem is a sign to the people of the United States 
to-day, and why it is a sign of the coming of the Lord and of the end 
of the world.S/T/ November 21, 1900, page 4.17 


And when the “abomination of desolation,” as it is to-day, Rome, as 
it is in its latest phase, shall have gathered to her principles and 
under her influence all the nations; and when, by the example, and 
power, and influence of the United States the abomination of 
desolation shall have done this only the more effectually; and when 
by the power thus regained the abomination of desolation shall 
have accomplished once more and finally for her, to scatter the 
power of the holy people, and shall have made as effectual as 
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possible the rejection of the Sabbath of the Lord, and in that the 
Lord of the Sabbath; then it is written, “All these things shall be 
finished.” Danie! 12:7. And as that power will be universal, so the 
destruction will be universal—and this at the coming of the Lord; for 
this “abomination of desolation,” this “man of sin,” this “mystery of 
iniquity,” is to be consumed “with the spirit of His mouth,” and is to 
be destroyed “with the brightness of His coming.”S/T/ November 217, 
1900, page 4.18 


And this is why it is that the destruction of Jerusalem is instructive 
of warning to all the people of the world to-day. And this is why it is 
that the destruction of Jerusalem is a sign, amongst the other 
“signs,” of the coming of the Lord and the end of the world.S/T/ 
November 21, 1900, page 741.1 


And now is the time. “Get ready! get ready! get ready!”S/T/ 
November 21, 1900, page 741.2 


ALONZO T. JONES. 
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